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security inolications in the problem of "unidentified= ----2 00. nt 
flying objects"; (0) wnether or nob adequate study and 
researcn-is crrently being directec to this oroblen 

in its relation to such national security imolications; 
and_(c) what furtaer_investication and research snovld ~~~ 
be instituted, by whom,-and-under what aegis. 7 


2. FACTS AND DISCUSSION--OST-nes-investigated the work currently 
being performed on "flying saicers” and found taat the 
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Air Technical Intellizence Center, DI, USAF, Wright- —_—____---.- 
Patvierson Force Basey is the only group devoting ~ 
ffort and study to this subject, that ATIC- 
nz on a cage-vy-cese exolanation of each 
this effort is not adequate to corre=- 
» and resolve the situation on en over- 
current proovlen is discussed in detail 


AS ow 
oe 


rest 


LUSiO3S——"Plying saicers"™ vnose two elenents of danger 
waich-have national security isplications. ‘he first 
involves mass psyenclozical considerations and the 
second concerns the vulnerability; of the United States 
t air attack. both factors are asaplified in ‘TAB A. 


Director of Central Intel.- 
Security Council of the 


ON RSCOLENDED—(a) Taat the 
ligence advise the National 
inplications of the "flying saucer" oroblem and request 
that research be initiated. 145 Bis a draft memo- oo 
rencut to the NSC, for the DCI's sisnature. ‘(b) That —". 
the ICI discuss_tnis suojcct with tne Psychological 
Stravci A monorancun to the Director, 
Psyenolocical Stratery foard, is attacned for sig- 
nature as TAB C. (c) that CIA, with the cooperation 
of PS3 and other interested cesartrents and agencies, 
develop and recomnend for adootion by the NSC a 
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LGORATDUL TOs Director of Central Intelligence 
THROUGH: Deputy Director (Intelligence) 
FROU: Assistant Director, Office of Scientific | 


Intelligence 


SUBJECT: Flying Saicers 


1. PROBLEZ—To determine:—(a) thether or not there are national 


security imolications in the problem of "unidentified 

flying objects"; (0) waether or not adequate study and 
researcn is currently being directec to this problen 

in its relation to such national security implications; 

and (c) what further investigation and research should . 

te instituted, by whom, and under what aegis. 8 


TS AND DISCISSION—OSt-hes investigated the work currently 


wrist 


being verf forzed “on Nflying saucers" lool found tnat the 
Air Technical Intellizence Center, DI, USAF, Wright- 
Patterson Aim Force case, is the” ae group devoting 
@ppreciadle effort-and study to this subject, that ATIC 
is concentr avinz on a case=by-case exolanation of each . ee-48 
report, and = effort is not adequate to corre= -—--- ~~ 
late, evaluate, ar “pesolve™ the situation on an over-. 

all basis. _ihe- -earrent. provlea is discussed in detail 

in Tas A. Sea ea= ee 














CLSTONS=¥F hark ASS sazicers!inose-two-elenents of danger: Baye ee 
ynicn have national security iuplications, the first 
involves mass psycnoloyical” onsiderations and the 
second concerns the vulnerability; of the United States 
to air attack. both factors are anolified in TAB A, = ---- >> > 


lk. ACTION RECULENDED-—-(a)-Taat-the Director of Central Titel oe asia 


ligence advise the National Security Council of the 

implications of the "flying saucer™ oroblem and request 

that ressarca be initiated. TAS Bis a draft memon 9 ep ay 
-randun-to the 'NSC,-for the ScI's sicnature: | ((b) That oe ~ 

the ICT discuss this subdjcet with the Psychological 
Sener oi nak enorme. to. tre Director, 

Psycnolocical- Stratery froard,-is-attached for sig- : 
nature as TAB C.--(c) mat C cra, with the cooperation ~ ee 
of PS3 and other interested cesartaents and agencies, 

develop and recomnend for adoption by the NSO a 
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policy of public information which «ill nininize concern 
and possible panic resulting from the numerous sightings 
of unidentified odjects. 
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aes TR TAT E\ A GEN or 8 
f LtARS: i205 Cri eet SLL f 
. Assistant Director._~ 
Scientific Intelligence 
ANKERTS: : 
TAB A-=lenorandan to DOT, through DDI, Subject: Flying. -- 
Saucers, 
TAS Be-Letter to Vational Security Council with enclosure. 
TAB C-~Liemog=to Directon,-Psyenologi heal ‘Stratesy Eoard with 
enclosures 
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MSPORANDUN FORs Director of Central Intelligence 


THROUGH : Deputy Director (Intelligence) ; 
SUBST : Flying Saucers 


. Fecently an inquiry vas conducted by the Office of Scientific 
Intellirenes to determine whether there are naticnal security Epliceations 





a 
in the problem of "unidentified flying objects," 4,e,, flying saucers; a 
whether adequate study and_réesearch is currently beinz directed ta ~~ -- mo 


this prodlen in its relation to such rational] security inolications; 

+ further investigation and research shovld be instituted, = = © 
by waca, end under whateegisy 
bat the -only-wilt of Government currently 

e Directorate of Intelligence, USAT, which 





2, It was found that 
studying the problem is th 
has charced the Air Teemnical Intelligence Center (ATIC) with 20. 
responsibility for investigating the revorts of sightings... At ATIC - : 
there is a grouo of three-officers and two secretaries to which came, 
through official cluitinels, all-renorts of sightings,.This group 
conducts investization of the revorts, consulting as required with 
other Air For 
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‘and civilian technical sevsermnmel, A world-wide:=2-9200---.: -2-- 





ee 
reporting system has been-instituted- and rajor Air Force Bases have ~~ 
been ordered to rake interceptions of unidentified flying objects.—-- yg 
The reasearch is being conducted on a case basis and is cesigned to : 
provice a satisfactory exolaration of each individual sighting. ..-...- 

luded a: 


“with Battelle Nenorial Institute Dh uihia tides! 
hire indexing systen for official. _. 
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3, Since 1947, ATIC has received anproximately 1500 official — San es 
reports of sightings plus an enormous volune of letters, phone calls, 
and press reports, During July 1952 alone, offici2l reports totaled 250, —- 

Of the 1560 reports, Air Force caries 20 percent as unemminined ard 
of those received fron January through July 1952 it carries 25 percent 
MnS565 Ae ft ee et : 

4, In its inquiry into this problen, a team fron CIA's Office 
of Scientific Intelligence consulted with a representative of Air , 
-- Farce Szecial Studies Group; discussed the problem with those in charge : 
of the lir Force Project at Vricht-Patterson Air Force Sase; reviewed 
& considerable volune of intelligence reoorts; checked the Soviet 


press and broeadeist indices; and conferred with three O74 consultants, 


who have braid knowledge of the technical areas concerned, . 
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D>, It was found that the ATIC study is protably valid if the 

purpose is linited to a case-by-case explanation, However, that 
study do2zs not solve the more fundarental asvects of the problen, 
These aspects are to determine definitely the nature of the various 
phenomera which are causing these sightings, and to discover means 
by which these causes, and their visual or electronic effects, my 
be identified immediately, The CIA consultants stated that these 
soluticns would probably be found on the marging or just beyond tha 
frontiers of our present knowledge in the fields of atmospheric, 

i Jonespheric, and extraterrestrial phenarena, with the added possibility 

_ - that the present dissersal of nuclear waste products right also : 

be a factor, They recamended that a study group be formed to perforn 
three functions: 


&, amalyze and systeratize the factors which constitute 


the fundarental-problem; —-—-——- 





bd. doternine the fields of Aimdamental science which ~ si ‘ bia. 
must be investigated in order.to reach an understanding of 
the phenazena involved; and- ae 


; ¢. make reccomendations for the initiation of appropriate 
___ research, 
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cé@ President of the Massachusetts Institute ~~ 
to CLA that such a groun could be - = 
te, Simllarly, Projest Lincoln, the c= 70a 
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6 The flying saucer situation contains two elerents of dange 


< which, in a situation of international_tension, have national security 
implications, These are? Be 





a, Psycholocicil =3ith world-wide sightings reported, it 
vas found that, up to the tine of the-investigation,there had ~~ 

been in the Soviet press no report or comment, even satirical,. ee 
en flying saucers, though Gromyko had rade one humorous 

rantioa of the subject. With a State-controlled press, this 

could result only fron an official policy decision, The 

question, therefore, arises as to whether or not these sightings: - 


sds abide 


_ (1) .covld ba controlled, ————-- i tee 
PreFo it stat teers re etm geet ee Oat oktufie nea tt Hews See oes 


(2) could be predicted, and 


(3) could ve used fron a psychological warfare 
" ~-""* point of view, elther offensively or defensively, 
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The public concern with the phenomena, which is reflected both 

in the United States press and in the pressure of inquiry upon the 
Air Force, indicates that a fair proportion of our population 

is mentally conditioned to the acceptanée of the inc redible, 

In this fact lies tha potential for the touching-off of mass 
hysteria and panic, 
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>, Air Vulnerability - The United States Air Varning Systen 
will undoubtedly alia ys depend upon a combiration of radar screen= 
ing and visual observation, The U.S.S.R. is credited with tha moma 
present | capability: ‘of delivering an air attack agzinst the go 
United States, yet at any given ment now, there ray be 
current a dozen official unidentified sightings Pils seen 3 oe re 
unofficial ones, At any moment of attack, ve are novina =~ od 





position vhere we cannot, on an instant basis, distinguish - 
hardware froa phantaa, and as tension mounts we. will-run-ths - - 
increasing risk of false alerts and the even greater danger 

of falsely identifying the real as phantom, - 


7. Both of these problens are primarily operational in- peture: 
bat each contains readily apparent: intelligence | factors...--usg eee eae 


8, From an operatioral point of view, three actions are ae ia 
required: 





a, Inmediate stens should be taken to improve identification 
of both visual and electronic vhantan so that, in the event of 
en atiack, instant and nositive identi fic cation of enemy plenes” te a 


or missiles can be rede, ee ; 


tituted to determine what, if amy,= == 2 scio> 
utilication oa te made of these phenomena by United aise 
psycholozical v rfare planners and what, if any, defenses should 
be planned in- anticipation of Soviet attempts to utllice them,” ~ 


b, A study should be -in 





¢. In order to nininize risk of panic, a rational policy ~~~ ~~~ 
showld de established as to vhat should be. "sold the public’ 
regarcing the phenomena, 
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9. ‘Other intelligence problems which require determination © 
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.&, The present- level of Soviet knowledge regarding 
=... these phenomena, wee Tt nee as fs tte. C 


b, Possible Soviet intentions and cambilities to 
utilise these rhenorena-to the detriment OF United States 
security interests, — ; Se eo ee . : eee: 
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¢, Tho reasons for silence in the Soviet press 
' regarding flying saucers, 


10, Additional research, differing in character and emphasis 











i fron that presently being performed by Air Force, will be required 
: to meet the specific needs of both orerations and intellisence, 
4 Intelligence responsibilities in this field as regards both collection 
7 and analysis can be discharged with naxinun effectiveness only after 
c much nore is known regarding the exact nature of these phenciena, 
U1, I consider this problem to be of such importance that it 
should be brought to the attention of the Matioral Security Counei] pooo 
in order that a community-wide coordinated effort toverds its solution , 
may be initiated, — : 
whee weal] 
; BH, MARSHALL CKADUSLL / astute Ge 
Assistant Director . 
Scientific Intelligence “i 
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